a child of ten years old or more, it will be sufficient to render the eye insensitive hy cocaine ; hut for younger children, 'who might be rendered unsteady by fear alone, it is prudent to use a general anaesthetic. The lids being widely separated by a spring speculum, the surgeon fixes the eye by pinching up a broad fold of conjunctiva on the nasal side, near the cornea, and with the other hand carries a small iridectomy knife into the anterior chamber. The puncture for this purpose should be in the cornea itself, on its temporal side, at about one-third of its semi-diameter from the margin. The point of the knife should he directed towards the centre of the eyeball, and should be pushed on until the opening is large enough to admit the suction tube easily. If properly made the opening will be valvular, and will gape when slight pressure is exerted upon the side nearer to the corneal margin. In the act of withdrawal, the hack of the knifa should be pressed against this marginal lip, and a good deal of the softened lens matter may then be expected to escape through the aperture. If any remain behind, the suction tube must be gently introduced, with its flat side and opening forwards, and be carried somewhat deeply into the space formerly occupied by the lens, so as to have the debris between its opening and the cornea. Yery gentle mouth suction will draw all that remains into the tube, and any fragment which seems disposed to linger in the eye may be followed with the tuhe and captured. Sometimes a fragment will block the tuhe and interfere with further suction, and in that case the tube should he withdrawn, blown clear, and gently reintroduced. "When all the visible lens matter has been removed the operation is concluded, and the eye may be closed with isinglass plaster in the ordinary way. If the incision has heen correctly placed, the iris will he removed from contact with it as soon as the aqueous humour is resecreted, and there will he no probability of any adhesion of the iris to the cicatrix. The eye should be examined within twenty-four hours, and should he kept fully under the influence of atropine until all probability of inflammatory reaction has passed away.
By Robert Brtjdenell Carter, F.R.C.S., Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon to St. George's Hospital.
The lens being broken up and softened, as described in the last paper, the resulting flocculent mass should be removed from the eye before it begins to excite any serious amount of irritation. In a young adult, or in a child of ten years old or more, it will be sufficient to render the eye insensitive hy cocaine ; hut for younger children, ' The silver portion of the suction tube is cemented to the glass portion by shellac, which is at once softened either by heat or by alcohol, so that the instrument can neither be put into hot water or into spirit without separation of its parts, and consequent disablement until it has been repaired. It can only be washed in cold water, which may leave fragments of lens matter in either the silver or the glass portion, and these fragments, when dry and easily detachable, may as easily be conveyed into the eye. Since I became aware of this source of danger, it has been my practice to soak the entire suction tube in an antiseptic solution for some hours before using it. If
